
AMH 2020: History of the United States II
Course Syllabus

Spring 2023
Tuesday/Thursday 12:00pm-1:15pm
Section 447

Instructor and Course Meeting Information

Instructor: Dr. David Beeler

Email: beeler.david@spcollege.edu
Course Location: ES322
Important Dates:
Course Dates: 1/17/2023 through 5/11/2023
Drop/Add: 1/20/2023

Academic Department
Dean: Dr. Joseph Smiley

Office Location: LY 150, 727-712-5851

Academic Chair: Anja Norman
Office Location: ES313B, 727-791-2671
Course Description and Content
This course covers the history of the United States from the post-Civil War period (1865) to the 1990s. Emphasis is placed on the social, economic, political and cultural history. The course is designed to present history as a dynamic process, encouraging students to think historically and critically, and to value history as more than just dates and events.
NOTE: A listing of class meeting dates, lecture titles, and pages to be read for each lecture appears at the end of this syllabus. 

Major Learning Outcomes

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the Reconstruction plans advocated by Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson and the Republican Congress. Students will also demonstrate knowledge of Reconstruction governments in the South and of the factors leading to Reconstruction’s end (1865-1877).

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the rapid economic growth and industrial expansion and of the role of the American labor movement (1865-1902). 

3. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the growth of the Western United States, emphasizing the role of Native Americans and the role of the regional growth (1865-1917).

4. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the expansion of America’s cities and the new trends of American cultural life at the beginning of the twentieth century (1865-1917).

5. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the Progressive Era including presidential reforms and their effect on immigrants and minorities. (1900-1917).

6. Students will demonstrate knowledge of World War I, the Red Scare, and their impact on presidential policies. (1914-1920).
7. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the growing economy and culture of the 1920s, the causes of the Great Depression, and FDR’s New Deal (1920-1933).
8. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the causes of World War II, America’s entry into the conflict, Harry Truman’s foreign policy, and the beginning of the Cold War (1933-1952).

9. Students will demonstrate knowledge of post-war culture and the desire for the “American Dream” (1945-1960)
10.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of President John F. Kennedy’s foreign and domestic policies, America’s involvement in Vietnam, and the growth of counterculture movements (1960-1975).
11.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of American culture in the 1970s (1970-1980).

12.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the changing social, economic, and political values in the United States, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and an American culture in the 1990s (1980-1990s).
13.  Students will demonstrate critical thinking skills in writing assignments and in classroom discussions.

Required Course Textbook and Other Resource Information

Michael McGerr, Of the People: A History of the United States, Vol. II: Since 1865, Fifth Edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022).                       
ISBN: 9780197586150
Expectations/Course Etiquette and Netiquette

These classes will be primarily lectures. An outline for each lecture is posted in MyCourses to guide you and help you organize your notes and reading. I expect you to listen carefully and take notes on these lectures and to ask me questions about anything that you do not understand or need to have clarified.
It is important that you complete the reading assignments BEFORE class so that you can make sense of the lectures. My lectures do not simply repeat the textbook (much of the material in the lectures is not in the textbook). Instead they are intended to supplement and explain the reading material. Only by doing the reading ahead of time and then integrating the lecture material with it can you gain a good understanding of the topics presented. 

You should:

· Bring the assigned reading with you to each class meeting (both the textbook and any supplementary readings that have been distributed).

· Be punctual: come to class on time and stay for the entire class period. Arriving late, and leaving early is disruptive and disrespectful to your classmates and instructor. 

In turn, I pledge to demonstrate a passion and intellect for the material that we will be engaging; make the course challenging, but informative; make myself available for students, and; make the course enjoyable. We will examine topics that are of interest, important, and, at times, controversial. For example, we will discuss matters concerning race, gender, religion, politics, etc. To assist you, I will included maps, videos, websites, and other supplementary material that I think will enhance your learning experience. 

Student/Teacher Meetings

I am only on campus Tuesdays and Thursdays, typically from 8:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. If you would like to meet with me outside of these days/times, please contact me to make an appointment. 

Attendance and the Withdrawal Date

Without you, the class does not work well!

You are expected to attend class. Absences should be avoided whenever possible. Notification of an anticipated absence that may conflict with a scheduled exam must be given to me prior to the absence so that a makeup exam can be scheduled. If you wish to withdrawal, you must do so on or before the withdrawal date (see SPC’s academic calendar for this and other important dates). 

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating on tests, quizzes, and assignments, as well as plagiarism in essays and class projects will result in an “F” on that assignment and a referral to the academic chair, Mr. Joseph Leopold. Please see the SPC policy regarding academic dishonesty:

http://www.spcollege.edu/central/botrules/R4/4_461.doc.

Instructional Continuity Plan

In the event of a weather emergency or natural disaster that prevents students from attending class, I will email you with instructions on how to complete this course in an online modality. 

Syllabus Addendum

http://www.spcollege.edu/addendum/
Student Survey of Instruction

The Student Survey of Instruction (SSI) is administered in courses each semester. It is designed to improve the quality of instruction at SPC. All student responses are confidential and anonymous and will be used solely for the purpose of performance improvement. The SSI will be given online using the MyCourses Learning Management System. 

Requirements and Grading

1. Exams (3) (60%)

a. Students are required to take three non-cumulative exams.

2. Biographical Essay and Presentation (30%)

a. Students are required to write a 4-6 page biographical essay and provide a 10-minute presentation to the class about a pre-selected historical figure. 
3. Classroom Discussion and Participation (10%)

Grade Points Summary

Exams (3)




60%
Biographical Essay and Presentation

30%

Discussion and Participation


10%
Grading Scale
A = 90-100%
B = 80-89%

C = 70-79%

D = 60-69%

F = 0-59%

Tentative Course Schedule and Weekly Assignments

Week1
T 1/17

Course Introduction

R 1/19

Post-Civil War Reconstruction 

Week 2

T 1/24

The Indian Wars, Mining Towns, and Boom Towns
R 1/26

The Cattle Frontier, the Range Wars, and the Transcontinental Railroad

Week 3

T 1/31

The Gilded Age and the Politics of the late 1800s

R 2/2

The Progressive Era, Immigration, and Labor
Week 4

T 2/7

Presentations Day 1
R 2/9

U.S. Imperialism, William McKinley, and Theodore Roosevelt
Week 5

T 2/14

Presentations Day 2
R 2/16

EXAM #1 (Chapters 15-18)

Week 6

T 2/21

World War I and the Red Scare
R 2/23
New Womanhood and Suffrage; the “New Negro” and the Harlem Renaissance
Week 7

T 2/28
Modern Factories, Efficient Production, and New Forms of Advertising
R 3/2

American Culture in the Roaring 20’s
Week 8

T 3/7

The Great Depression, Dust Bowl, and the New Deal
R 3/9

Presentations Day 3
Week 9

T 3/14

NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

R 3/16

NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

Week 10

T 3/21

Rise of Fascism and World War II
R 3/23

Ending World War II Discussion
Week 11

T 3/28

EXAM #2 (Chapters 19-23)
R 3/30

NO CLASS – OUT OF TOWN
Week 12

T 4/4

Baby Boomers, Suburbia, and the Second Red Scare

R 4/6

The Cold War and Space Race
Week 13

T 4/11

The Civil Rights Movement and the Countercultures of the 1960s
R 4/13

The “ME Decade”
Week 14

T 4/18

Presentations Day 4
R 4/20

Reaganomics and 1980 Conservativism
Week 15

T 4/25

Presentations Day 5
R 4/27

Presentations Day 6


ALL ESSAYS DUE IN MYCOURSES NO LATER THAN 11:59PM

Week 16

T 5/2

EXAM #3 (Chapters 24-28)

