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6Hx23-2.9051   BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS EXPOSURE CONTROL PLAN 


 FOR STUDENTS

The Board of Trustees authorizes the President to implement and carry out a Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan for students participating in Health Programs.

                  St. Petersburg College
                     Bloodborne Pathogens Exposure Control Plan for Students

I.
Purpose and Scope

This Bloodborne Pathogen Exposure Control Plan has been developed to protect College students in health related programs from occupational exposure to bloodborne pathogens, which are known to cause disease to humans.

This plan includes all St. Petersburg College campuses and facilities, as well as clinical sites.

II.
Responsibilities

A.
Program Directors/Faculty:  For campus sites, determine exposure, ensure use of universal precautions, ensure students are properly trained, provide personal protective equipment, provide for proper disposal of all potentially contaminated articles, investigate all exposure incidents, provide HBV immunity, ensure the confidential handling of all medical information and enforce the policies contained herein.  Review engineering controls and work practices at least annually to ensure exposure control is maintained for students.

B.
Student: - Follow universal precautions, wear personal protective equipment, attend required training program, properly dispose of all contaminated materials, report all exposure incidents to their faculty, and comply with this plan.

C.
Annual Review: This plan shall be reviewed at least annually by Health Education Center program directors and Safety/Environmental Services. The Exposure Control Plan shall be updated as necessary to include new or modified tasks and procedures which affect occupational exposure. 

III.
Exposure Control

A.
Engineering Controls - controls that isolate or remove the bloodborne pathogens hazard from the workplace, e.g., sharps containers, self-sheathing needles, biohazard waste containers.

All contaminated materials will be disposed of in sharps containers, "red bags", or special biohazard waste containers provided at each facility. Biohazard waste shall not be disposed of as regular trash. Removal of biohazardous waste from College facilities is performed by a licensed biohazard waste removal company. Removal of biohazard waste containers can be arranged by contacting Safety/Environmental Services at 341-3314 or 3192.

B.
Work Practice Controls - controls that reduce the likelihood of exposure by altering the manner in which a task is performed, e.g., use of Universal Precautions, use of personal protective equipment, prohibiting recapping of needles by a two handed technique, disposal of waste through an outside biohazard waste firm.

Universal Precautions will be followed whenever there is the potential for contact with any body fluid. Universal Precautions is an approach to infection control. According to the concept of Universal Precautions, all human blood and certain human body fluids are treated as if known to be infectious for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B virus (HBV), and other bloodborne pathogens. In order to protect College students from potential exposure to bloodborne pathogens, this plan considers all body fluids to be potentially infectious and the use of Universal Precautions includes wearing of personal protective equipment.

Eating, drinking, smoking, applying cosmetics, or handling contact lenses in contaminated areas, while performing clean up of body fluid spills or disinfecting potentially contaminated equipment is prohibited.

All contaminated disposable gloves (as defined by CDC) will be disposed of in biohazard waste containers or "red bags" provided at each College facility.

Students will wash hands immediately before putting on gloves and after removal of gloves, other protective equipment, or after contact with a suspect fluid or material. 

Students shall use soap and at least lukewarm water to wash hands or any other part of the body that has been exposed to potentially infectious materials.  In the event that hand-washing facilities are not immediately available, students will use antiseptic towelettes/handwash and wash hands and other affected body parts as soon as possible.

Equipment that may be contaminated will be disinfected with an EPA approved disinfectant and cleaned in such a manner, which eliminates or minimizes manual contact. Heavy-duty gloves, which are impervious to liquids, shall be worn while disinfecting potentially contaminated equipment.
Biohazard “red bags” containing contaminated materials shall be placed in properly labeled biohazard waste containers, which have closeable lids.

C.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) - specialized clothing or equipment worn by a student for protection against an exposure.

The College provides some personal protective equipment to students; however, students are also required to provide certain PPE.  PPE shall be used any time students covered by this plan perform tasks which put them at risk of exposure to bloodborne pathogens.  Students covered by this plan will be trained in the correct use, removal, and disposal of PPE and are responsible for utilizing the correct PPE required to protect them from exposure to bloodborne pathogens and OPIM.

Following each designed use, personal protective equipment shall be removed.  Such equipment will be disinfected or disposed of properly.  Disposable (single use) gloves shall not be washed or disinfected for re-use.

Heavy-duty gloves, which are impervious to liquids, shall be worn while disinfecting potentially contaminated equipment. When there is a potential for splashing while disinfecting equipment, students shall also wear a face shield and chemical splash goggles.
D.
Housekeeping

Broken glass or other sharp objects shall not be picked up directly with the hands.  It shall be cleaned up by mechanical means, such as a brush and dustpan, tongs or similar devices.

IV.
Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) Vaccination Program

A.
Vaccine Availability to Students


All College students covered by this plan shall obtain, at their own expense, a hepatitis B vaccine series and any further vaccine recommended by the CDC for HBV.  The student shall obtain the vaccination prior to starting the major course of study.  Students who decline obtaining the vaccination shall sign a Declination Hepatitis B Vaccination Form.


Students will receive information on how to obtain the vaccination.
V.
Post-Exposure Incident Evaluation and Follow-up

Exposure Incident means contact with blood or other potentially infectious fluid or material either through broken skin, eyes, mouth, mucous membrane, and needle sticks or similar puncture wounds during the performance of an student’s duties.

A.
Procedures for Post-Exposure Evaluation


The student shall immediately report the incident to his or her faculty.


Appropriate first aid shall be provided.  CDC guidelines for wound care should be followed.


If testing of the source individual’s blood is to be performed, authorization for testing must be obtained from the dean/program director.


The student and faculty shall complete an Accident-Incident Report form (RM 402) using information provided by the student and eyewitness accounts WITHIN 24 HOURS OF OCCURRENCE.


Following a report of an exposure incident, the student will obtain confidential medical evaluation and follow-up at either the facility of exposure or through the College’s Workers’ Compensation healthcare facility, which will include at least the following:

1.
Documentation of the route(s) of exposure and the circumstances under which the exposure occurred.

2.
Identification and documentation of the source individual unless such identification is not feasible or prohibited by law.

3.
Attempt to have the source individual’s blood tested (consent is required from legal source) to determine the presence of infectious diseases.  This testing must be performed by the College’s workers’ compensation medical facility.  The College will be responsible for the costs to perform these laboratory tests.

4.
Testing of the student’s blood may also be conducted, but only with the student’s consent.

5.
The student shall be counseled regarding: the potential for illness, the medical evaluation, and information about the current recommended treatment.  The student will be provided with information and forms to request reimbursement for related expenses from the student accident insurance carrier.
VI.  Student Information and Training 

All College students covered by this Plan shall participate in a training program conducted during the respective health program curriculum and presented in a manner that permits the student to understand and provides opportunity for the student to obtain answers to their questions about their potential occupational exposure, and the College's Exposure Control Plan.

Specific Authority:
1001.64(2) & (4), F.S.

Law Implemented:
1001.65(16), 1001.64(4)(b), F.S.

History:
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