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PROCEDURE: NO PREFERENCES IN PROCUREMENT
I. St. Petersburg College acknowledges and depends on many vital partnerships with individuals and businesses in fulfilling its mission. These forms of support and partnership include activities such as provided internships for students, service on advisory committees, event sponsorships for students and College programs, contribution of equipment and technology to degree and training programs, contribution to the St. Petersburg College Foundation for scholarships, endowments, and support, and service on the St. Petersburg College Foundation Board of Directors.
II. St. Petersburg College desires to encourage all these forms of support and partnership from the business community, the continuation and enhancement of which are essential to the mission of the College. At the same time, the College seeks to continue to transact business with entities within and beyond the community under the highest standards of ethics, propriety, and performance, and in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.
III. St. Petersburg College affirms its longstanding practice of soliciting and selecting contractors for construction projects and other procurement and business relationships in a way that creates a level playing field for the competing participants without any consideration (positive or negative) of any past or present support or partnership activity in the solicitation and selection process through Requests for Proposals, Requests for Qualifications, and other methods of securing business services.
IV. It is the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg College’s policy that in soliciting and selecting business entities for the procurement of goods and services, the College does not take into consideration, either positively or negatively, any past or present support, contributions, volunteer or partnership activity of an individual or a business entity with St. Petersburg College or the St. Petersburg College Foundation. This prohibition applies to solicitations of bids or proposals, the evaluation of bids or proposals, the recommendations to the Board of Trustees for awarding contracts under the solicitation processes, and any other portion of the solicitation and selection process associated with the College’s procurement of goods and services. Nothing in this Procedure prohibits the College from considering past or current performance of a business entity, either for the College or for another entity with respect to the goods and/or services that are subject to a College solicitation or selection process.
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