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PROCEDURE: HEALTH RELATED PROGRAMS: ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE, CERTIFICATE, AND APPLIED TECHNOLOGY DIPLOMA - SPECIAL RULES

INTENT AND PURPOSE:


This Health Related Program Procedure is applicable to all Associate in Science, Certificate, and Applied Technology Diploma Health Related Programs, with the exception of the Human Services programs.

I.
Preference may be given to Pinellas County residents for admission to health program courses.  A resident must be a "resident for tuition purposes" as defined in Florida Statutes (hereinafter referred to as F.S.) 1009.21 and must have been a resident of Pinellas County for at least 12 months immediately prior to the student's application to the program.  Consideration for admission will be given to non-residents; however, residents of the College's service area for each program may be given preference over non-residents.

II.

Applications for the Associate in Science, Certificate, and Applied Technology Diploma Health Related Programs will be accepted according to the following published deadlines:

1. Applications for admission to a health program beginning in the fall term may be submitted to the Health Education Center beginning March 1st until May 15th.

2. Applications for admission to a health program beginning in the spring term may be submitted to the Health Education Center beginning July 1st  until September 15th.

3. Applications for admission to a health program beginning in the summer term may be submitted to the Health Education Center beginning November 1st until January 15th.

Applications submitted within these date ranges will be given consideration for the applicable program start date. If the number of applications is not equal to or greater than the enrollment capacity, the application submission window may be extended until capacity needs are met.  If not selected for that admission period, students must submit a new application for future consideration. Applicants must comply with all admission requirements checklist items to be eligible to begin a health program. 

The student is responsible for verifying that all the pre- application requirements on the admission requirements checklist have been completed to ensure eligibility at the time of application. This includes submission and evaluation and posting of all transcripts from currently or previously attended institutions. Students should submit materials which require evaluation a minimum of six weeks in advance to allow proper processing time.  Only complete applications will be accepted. Applications will not be considered complete unless all materials have been properly evaluated and all pre-application checklist items are complete.  Furthermore, it is necessary for all students to complete all pre-enrollment requirements to maintain eligible status.

The term “Pre-Application Requirement” refers to any program requirement that must be completed prior to submitting a complete application.

The term “Pre-Enrollment Requirement” refers to any admission requirement which a student must complete once offered an admission start date prior to enrolling into the first health program course. (Examples include completion of the drug and background screening, CPR certification, physical examination and documentation of proper immunizations.) Failure to meet these requirements will result in the loss of eligible status and the student will be withdrawn from the health program and need to reapply for future consideration within the appropriate application window. 

III.

For health programs in which the number of eligible applicants exceeds the program availability, it may become necessary to admit students using an admission point system based on GPA, total credits earned  from the program’s pre-application, general education and support courses. Points may also be awarded for pre-admission activities and experience. Point value and admission criteria will vary depending on the program’s specifications and requirements. 


For health programs in which the number of eligible applicants does not exceed the program availability, students who satisfy the application requirements for their selected health program will be admitted on a first qualified- first admitted basis. Only eligible applicants are offered admission into the next available program start date based on the time and date their complete application is submitted.

IV.
Liability and clinical accidental insurance shall be obtained through the College and paid for by the student in fees included in certain health program courses.

V.
The College reserves the right to suspend or dismiss from a health related program any student who does not satisfactorily complete each designated health program course with a grade of "C" or better, or who does not exhibit the knowledge, behavior, skills, or ethics deemed necessary by the dean/program director for the health, safety, and welfare of patients.  When there is reasonable suspicion to believe a student may be impaired, or is using or has used illegal drugs and/or alcohol, St. Petersburg College reserves the right to require the student to retest at the student’s expense.

VI.
Students who have been suspended from or who have voluntarily withdrawn from a health related program may be re admitted to such program in accordance with the program's approved written re-admission policy, if any.  Cases involving extenuating reasons beyond the control of the student may be appealed to the Health Education Center’s Associate Provost’s Office.

VII.
For re-admission, a student must successfully demonstrate the appropriate level didactic and clinical skills to the dean/program director prior to returning to the clinical setting after absence of one semester or more.

VIII.
With the exception of the Human Services and the Nursing Programs, students who fail any two courses within the major will be academically dismissed from the program for the next session.  Upon failure of a third course within the major, the student is again dismissed and will be unable to return to the program.  The Provost's Office may consider an appeal due to extenuating circumstances.

History:        
Adopted – 3/14/11.  Effective – 4/26/11.
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