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P6Hx23-4.492
PROCEDURE: JOHNNIE RUTH CLARKE SCHOLARSHIP

The President is authorized, subject to the requirements of this Rule, to grant Johnnie Ruth Clarke Scholarships to disadvantaged and other under represented Pinellas County school students who graduate from a Pinellas County high school with a standard high school diploma, are U.S. citizens or permanent resident aliens and have demonstrated academic potential by achieving a weighted cumulative grade point average of at least 3.00 at the end of the seventh semester of high school.  Subject to meeting the above requirements, high school students shall be notified in writing of their scholarship eligibility in the spring of their senior year.  

I.
The following criteria may be considered:

A.
Essay of commitment to serve minority communities.

B.
From a low-income family.  

C.
Applicant is being reared by a single parent.

D.
Applicant will be among the first in their family to attend college.

E.
Consideration of Diversity.

F.
Demonstrate through past history, test scores, academic achievement and/or written statement which favorably reflects on the applicant's potential.

G.
Recommendation from counselor, teacher, or community-based organizations.

These criteria will be weighted and applicants must meet the minimum weighted requirements.  Scholarship funds are limited and the students applying meeting the requirements shall receive the scholarships on a first come, first serve basis subject to the availability of funds.

II.
Students who are granted the Johnnie Ruth Clarke Scholarships must:

A.
apply for admission, enroll in, and attend classes at St. Petersburg College beginning no later than Term I of the academic year immediately following graduation from high school;

B.
maintain a 3.0 cumulative grade point average; and

C.
complete at least 67 percent of the credit hours attempted.

D.
must be enrolled in a minimum of 6 credit hours per term.
III.
A student loses this scholarship by falling below a 3.0 cumulative grade point average or the 67 percent completion ratio unless extenuating circumstances are documented. Extenuating circumstances may include but will not be limited to:

A.
Serious physical or emotional illness of student or immediate family member;

B.
Serious accident involving student;

C.
Divorce/separation of family members;

D.
Loss of employment or involuntary change in work schedule;

E.
Death of family member;

F.
Orders to active military duty as a result of National, State, or local emergency; or

G.
Natural disaster affecting student or immediate family members.

IV.
The Johnnie Ruth Clarke Scholarship is effective beginning Term I of the academic year following graduation from high school.  The scholarship will remain in effect for four (4) terms of continuous enrollment (excluding Summer Term [except as provided in paragraph III. above]).
[Example:  high school student graduates, May 2005.  Johnnie Ruth Clarke Scholarship valid Terms I & II of 2005-06 and Terms I & II of 2006-07.]

V.
This scholarship may be applied toward tuition not to exceed 12 credit hours per term (this does not include lab fees).
VI.
Should there be excess scholarship funds available for a particular year, the Scholarship Committee may offer a scholarship to a student recently graduating from high school with a standard high school diploma meeting the criteria set forth in paragraph I. above and in special circumstances may offer a disadvantaged and/or under represented promising student(s) recently graduating from high school with a standard high school diploma who does not meet the aforesaid criteria.

History:
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