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P6Hx23-4.4910
PROCEDURE: PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

The Presidential Scholarship is established for Pinellas County residents who graduate from a Pinellas County high school with a standard high school diploma, are U.S. citizens, permanent resident aliens, or Dream Act eligible and have demonstrated academic excellence by achieving a weighted cumulative grade point average of at least 3.5 at the end of the seventh semester of high school and who have taken the SAT or ACT.  High school students can submit an application to be considered for this scholarship in the seventh semester of high school.  Applicants must submit an application for SPC admission, a Presidential Scholarship Application, an official high school transcript with seventh semester grades, and official SAT or ACT test scores.

I.
Students who are granted the Presidential scholarship must:

A.
enroll in, and attend classes at St. Petersburg College beginning no later than the fall term of the academic year immediately following graduation from high school;

B.
maintain a 3.3 cumulative grade point average;
C.
complete at least 75 percent of the credit hours attempted;
D.
be enrolled in a minimum of 12 credit hours per term, excluding the summer term;  
E.
be enrolled in a degree seeking program.
II.
A student loses this scholarship by falling below a 3.3 grade point average or the 75 percent completion ratio unless the student appeals to the Vice President of Institutional Advancement with documented extenuating circumstances.  A student may not use an extenuating circumstance to delay their educational pursuits more than one consecutive term.  Extenuating circumstances may include but will not be limited to:

A.
serious physical or emotional illness of student or immediate family member;

B.
serious accident involving student;

C.
divorce/separation of family members;

D.
loss of employment or involuntary change in work schedule;
E.
death of family member;

F.
orders to active military duty as a result of National, State, or local emergency; or

G.
natural disaster affecting student or immediate family members.

III.
The scholarships may be applied toward tuition credit hours not to exceed 60 credit hours (this does not include access or lab fees) of continuous enrollment.

IV.
The scholarship will be awarded for the first fall term and will be given the consecutive terms that the student is enrolled and continues to be eligible for a maximum of 60 credit hours.  Once a student loses eligibility for this scholarship, it can be regained in within one major term of losing the scholarship.
V.
Students who were offered the scholarship between Fall 2015 and Fall 2018 will be grandfathered into the previous scholarship criteria requiring a minimum of 6 credit hours per term, excluding the summer term.
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