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P6Hx23-1.37  PROCEDURE:  TOBACCO AND SMOKE FREE POLICY 

I. Introduction (Purpose and Intent)

St. Petersburg College (SPC) has a vital interest in maintaining a safe and healthy environment.  Therefore, it is the policy of the College to provide a tobacco and smoke free environment for our students, faculty, staff and visitors.

II. Statement of Policy

SPC is a tobacco and smoke free college.  Smoking and/or the use of any tobacco is prohibited in all College facilities and on all College property, without exception, including but not limited to, all buildings and portions of buildings owned or leased by the College, including, without limitation, atria, entry ways and enclosed hallways within buildings.  Outdoor areas include, but are not limited to, parking lots, grounds, rooftops, plazas, courtyards, entrance and exit ways, and any other areas of the College campus.

III. Definitions

A. “Tobacco” is defined as any product made of tobacco including, but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos, pipes, bidis, hookahs, and any and all chewing tobacco products.

B. “Smoking” is defined as inhaling, exhaling, burning, carrying or possessing any lighted tobacco product.

C. “Tobacco use” refers to the personal use of any tobacco product whether intended to be lit or not, which shall include smoking as defined above, as well as the use of an electronic cigarette or any other device intended to simulate smoking and thus use of smokeless tobacco, including snuff, chewing tobacco, smokeless pouches, or any other form of loose-leaf smokeless tobacco, and the use of unlit cigarettes, cigars, and pipe tobacco.  Exceptions may be made for the use of unlit products for College sponsored events.
IV. Smoking Zones

There are no designated smoking areas on any College campus or property.

V. Enforcement

Enforcement of this policy depends upon the cooperation of all faculty, staff, students, vendors and visitors not only to comply with this policy, but also to encourage others to comply with the policy.  Members of the college community are empowered to respectfully inform others about the policy in an ongoing effort to enhance awareness and encourage a culture of compliance.  Anyone who is in violation of the policy (including faculty, staff, students, vendors or visitors) should be politely reminded of the policy and asked to comply by discarding the tobacco product.  An individual who feels that there has been a violation of this policy may invoke the following actions:

A. The individual should attempt to resolve the problem informally by requesting that the individual comply with the College’s policy.

B. If direct appeal fails and the behavior persists, the individual should contact the Campus Safety Office.

C. Security personnel will provide a verbal warning for the first occurrence where they become involved.  For any additional instances, Security personnel will issue a written warning and generate an incident report.  Copies of incident reports for an employee will be sent to the employee’s direct supervisor.  Copies of incident reports for students will be sent to the Campus Associate Provost.  Employees and students cited for tobacco use will be notified of the availability of tobacco use prevention programs and tobacco use cessation resources.

D. Any student who refuses to abide by the policy following receipt of a written warning may be considered in violation of the applicable provision of the Student Code of Conduct, found at Procedure P6Hx23-4.33, and subject to its disciplinary procedures.  Continuing violations by any faculty or staff member will be handled through normal College processes.

All attendees at public events, such as conferences, meetings, public lectures, social events and cultural events using or leasing College facilities are required to abide by this policy.  Organizers of such events are responsible both for communicating this policy to attendees, and for its enforcement.  Visitors who violate this policy, including contractors/vendors and those acting on their behalf, may be denied future access to College property.

History:
Adopted – August 17, 2016.  Filed – August 17, 2016.  Effective – August 17, 2016.
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