SYG 2010 -- Introductory Social Problems
Course Syllabus 1555
Fall, 2014
 
Instructor and Course Meeting Information 

Instructor:  Mr. Gary R. Battane                                                         
Office:  SA 310
Office Phone: (727) 791 - 2529
Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:30 am- 9:00 am
Internet address: http://it.spcollege.edu/course_info/inquiry.cfm?number=821 
 
Course Location:  SA324
Meeting Days: Tuesday-Thursday
Class Time(s) 9:30am-10:45am
Important Dates
Drop/Add: 8/22/2014
Last day to withdraw with grade of “W” 10/23/2014
Financial Aid:

Course Dates: This course begins 8/18/2014 and ends 12/10/2014
Final Exam:  12/3/2014
Academic Department

Dean: Dr. Joseph Smiley

Office Location: LY 250, 727-712-5851
Academic Chair: Mr. Roberto Loureiro
Office Location: SA 205, 727-3414713
Discipline Information
Generally defined as the study of human society and human relationships in and to society, the discipline of social and behavioral sciences includes psychology, sociology, anthropology, history, political science, economics, and education. Additionally, the discipline employs qualitative and quantitative research methods, using questionnaires, focus groups, case studies, laboratory-based data collection, statistical sampling, ethnography, archival retrieval, and comparative approaches to the study of societies. Finally, theoretical frameworks in the discipline include a broad range of established and more recent contributions, all of which seek to explain and predict future human phenomena based on a body of reliable data.
Course Description and Content

"G" Prerequisite: (ENC 0025 and REA 0017) or EAP 1695 or satisfactory score on the SPC placement test. An analysis of major social problems in the United States. Emphasis is placed on the causes of social problems, approaches to the analyses of problems, and the interrelationship of problems. Course topics include crime, mental illness, poverty and inequality, family and marital problems, population and the environment. This course partially satisfies the Gordon Rule writing requirements outlined in the General Education Requirements. 47 contact hours
Course Objectives 
 

1.
The student will demonstrate an understanding of sociology and the study of the group basis of society.


2.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of differences within societies.


3.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of societal trends in population growth, urbanization, and collective behavior.


4.
The student will demonstrate knowledge of the major institutions of society.


5.
The student will demonstrate increased ability in writing.

Required Course Textbook & Other Resource Information,  (2013).   Understanding Social Problems: ,2013 Mooney, Linda A., Knox, David, Schnacht, Carolyn
ISBN: 13:978-1-285-76265-4
Expectations/Course Etiquette & Netiquette
Student behavior in class is expected to give benefits to the Mission and Vision of St. Petersburg College. This includes punctuality, respect for individuals and the environment, and timeliness in submitting assignments. Cell phones should be off or on vibrate and not be disruptive to the classroom. Refreshments should be limited to drinks and small snacks and students should dispose of trash appropriately. This instructor challenges members of the class to leave the classroom in a condition as good or better than it was when we entered. 
 
Attendance and the Withdrawal Date
 
You are expected to attend class. Notification of any anticipated absences that may conflict with a scheduled assignment must be given to me prior to the absence so that the assignment can be taken prior to its scheduled date. Make up tests are made at the instructor’s convenience.  I reserve the right to lower your grade for 5 absences. Though you may withdraw from this course at any time prior to the voluntary withdrawal date, I retain the right to consider you to be NOT actively participating after you have accumulated ____5___ absences or missed ________5__ assignments. If you wish to withdraw, you can do so through 10/23/2014 After this date, I am prohibited by the College to approve withdrawals, though you may receive a grade of “WF” if you fail to complete the course or violate the attendance policy after the voluntary withdrawal date. Students are required to sign an attendance sheet. Any failure to do so will be counted as an absence.
 
Academic Dishonesty
 
Cheating during tests and quizzes or intentional plagiarism in essays or class projects will result in _a “0” grade____ on that assignment and a referral to my academic chair, Ms. Anja Norman. Please refer to the SPC policy regarding this issue. Here is the link: http://www.spcollege.edu/central/botrules/R4/4_461.doc.
Emergency Procedures

Please, familiarize yourself with the emergency procedures and evacuation routes located in the buildings you use frequently.  Located in each classroom is an Emergency Response Guide (flip-chart) that contains information for proper actions in response to emergencies.  You should be prepared to assess situations quickly and use good judgment in determining a course of action.  You should evacuate to assembly areas in an orderly manner when an alarm sounds or when directed to do so by college faculty or staff or emergency personnel.  You may access additional
 
Student Survey of Instruction

The Student Survey of Instruction (SSI) is administered in courses each semester. It is designed to improve the quality of instruction at St. Petersburg College. All student responses are confidential and anonymous and will be used solely for the purpose of performance improvement. The SSI will be given online using the ANGEL Learning Management System. 
Requirements and Grading
There will be three exams and a term paper which will be eventually weighted. In addition, a term project and attendance will be computed into your grade as follows:
 
 Test 1:

100 points

Test 2:                  100 points

Group Project
50 points
Term paper         100 points
[Note: This course requires that students complete at least 2,000 written words in order to receive a passing grade.  The term paper requirements for this course are available through the “Lessons” tab on Angel. 

Furthermore, a passing grade of "C" must be accomplished if you are an A.A. degree-seeking student.  A grade below "C" will not count toward graduation and you must repeat the course.]
Instructor also reserves the right to give Pop Quizzes and adjust total points. Late or incomplete term papers and projects  are marked down a minimum of 20 points before I start correcting.
Assignment Due Dates

Test 1:

9/22/2014
Test 2:

12/3/2014
Group Project
11/3/2014
Term Paper         11/17/2014
 
Grading Scale
 
Use the following scale (in points or percentages) to calculate your grade:
 
                                                                 A = 91-100
                                                                 B = 81-90
                                                                 C = 71-80
                                                                 D = 61-70
                                                                 F = Below 61
 
Weekly Assignments
	Week #
	Topic
	Chapter(s)

	1
	Introduction
	1

	2
	Physical and Mental Health Care
	2

	3
	Alcohol and Other Drugs
	3

	4
	Crime and Social Control
	4

	5
	Family Problems
	5

	6
	Inequality, Wealth, and Poverty
	6

	7
	Work and Unemployment
	7

	8
	Education  (Midterm Exam)
	               8


	      
	
	

	9
	Race, Ethnicity and Immigration
	9

	10
	Gender Inequality
	    10

	11
	Sexual Orientation
	    11

	12
	Population Growth and Aging
	12

	13
	Environmental Problems
	13

	14
	Science and Technology
	14

	         15
	Review and wrap-up
Final Exam Week


	


    
             17            Exam Week
 
Signature
I have read, understand, and agree to abide fully by the parameters set in this syllabus and the Syllabus Addendum.

Student Signature:





Date:

