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P6Hx23-3.01
PROCEDURE: ACADEMIC FREEDOM

I.
The purpose of this statement is to promote understanding and support of the principles of academic freedom for St. Petersburg College.

A.
Faculty members are entitled to full and complete freedom within the framework of established College Rules and Procedures, as set forth below:

1.
in the classroom in presenting and discussing their subjects and other matters relating to it;

2.
in research and publication of results so long as such research does not interfere with the performance of their regular duties; and

3.
in expressing their opinions as citizens, outside the classroom, free from censorship and discipline by administrative officials or the Board of Trustees of the College.  When speaking as citizens, faculty members shall indicate clearly that they are not institutional spokesmen.

B.
Faculty members should share in the formulation of the curriculum, the selection of the texts, and the choice of course materials.  They should be free to develop their subjects in their classes within the goals and objectives of the curriculum.

C.
Faculty members should participate in the formulation of St. Petersburg College Rules relating to academic matters.  They should be directly represented by elected members of their own choosing on the Faculty Governance Organization.  Also, they should be represented by at least one member on College standing committees.

D.
Faculty members have the right to have access to a procedure for redress in the event of an alleged abridgment of said faculty member's academic freedom.  Such instances will be considered by a committee consisting of five nonadministrative faculty representatives who are not directly involved in the case.  The faculty member shall petition the senior vice president of Instruction and Academic Programs in writing.  The senior vice president of Instruction and Academic Programs will call a committee within 14 days of receipt of the petition and will act as an ex-officio member and as ex-officio chairman of the committee.  The representatives will be chosen by lot from among the nonadministrative faculty on all campuses.  The committee will report its findings and make its recommendations to the senior vice president of Instruction and Academic Programs.
E.
Tenure is described in the State Board of Education Rule 6A-14.0411 as a continuing contract.

F.
Consistent and balanced with the rights of the College, an instructor's teaching within the legitimate rights of academic freedom shall not be grounds for nonrenewal or termination.

II.
Freedom has its counterpart - responsibility.  This means that faculty members will exercise their academic freedom with integrity, sensitivity, taste, judgment, and conscientious regard for the rights of others and to the best interest of the College.

III.
Students have academic freedom in the classroom in discussing their course topic and in research of their course topic.
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