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P6Hx23-1.371  OPEN FLAMES, CANDLES, INCENSE & HEAT ACTIVATED DEODORIZING DEVICES 

I.
Purpose and Scope


This Procedure is for the protection of students, College employees, and visitors from the potential fire and health hazards associated with open flames, candles, incense, oil lamps, and heat activated deodorizing devices.

II.
Fire Safety


The use of candles, oil lamps, and incense for aromatherapy, mood enhancement, and room fragrance has increased dramatically during the last few years.  National statistics reveal a dramatic increase in fires associated with the use of candles (82% from 1990-1997).  Many individuals use candles, oil lamps, and incense at home and have begun bringing them to work as well.  While this may seem innocent enough, the open flames of candles and oil lamps, and the heat and sparks from burning incense present a potential fire hazard in the office environment. Although the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has required the removal of a small number of these products from the market, there are no standards to regulate the fire hazards of candles and incense.  Therefore, to protect students, College employees, and visitors from the potential fire hazards associated with the use of candles, oil lamps, and burning incense, the use of candles, oil lamps, open flames, and burning incense inside College buildings is prohibited.


EXCLUSIONS: This Procedure does not exclude the use of open flames necessary to perform instructional activities in laboratories or to perform maintenance and construction related activities.  This Procedure does not exclude the use of candles for celebrating birthdays or other approved special events.

III.
Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)


Studies conducted by the EPA have revealed the potential health hazards associated with candles and incense.  Many candles are imported and they use lead in the wicks to stiffen them so the wick will not fall over and extinguish the flame as the wax melts around the wick.  These candles emit lead vapors, which pose a health risk to humans.  All candles produce soot when they burn, which can be a respiratory irritant for many individuals.  Both conditions are potentially hazardous in a closed environment, especially to individuals with respiratory ailments or allergies.


While candles, incense and heat activated deodorizers may be pleasing to some individuals, the fragrance and gases emitted can be very irritating to others who have respiratory ailments or allergies or who find the odors unpleasant.  Although the Consumer Product Safety Commission has required the recall of a small number of these products, there are no standards to regulate the potential health hazards of candles and incense. Therefore, to maintain healthy indoor air quality, the use of candles, incense, and heat-activated deodorizers is prohibited inside College buildings except for the exclusions described in Section II. above.

Specific Authority:
240.319(2) & (3), F.S.

Law Implemented:
Adoption of Recommendations of Consumer Product Safety Commission and Environmental Protection Agency

History:
Adopted – 6/21/02.  Effective – July 1, 2002.
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