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P6Hx23-4.53
PROCEDURE: HEALTH RELATED PROGRAMS - ACADEMIC/CLINICAL PROBATION, SUSPENSION, AND DISMISSAL

Board of Trustees' Rule 6Hx23-4.53 Section VII. provides that the College has the right to suspend or dismiss from a health related program any student who does not satisfactorily complete each designated specialty course with a grade of "C" or better, or who does not exhibit the knowledge, behavior, skills, or ethics deemed necessary for the health, safety, or welfare of patients.  In order to provide a mechanism through which this Rule may be implemented, this Procedure is established.

The clinical component of a health related program is recognized as academic in nature.  Therefore, decisions regarding a student's progress within a clinical component are within the professional assessment and judgment of the appropriate faculty member.  However, in order to provide students, to the degree possible, with an opportunity to correct deficiencies prior to suspension or dismissal from a program, this Procedure will be followed.  This Procedure is in addition to BOT Rule 6Hx23-4.46, Academic Warning, Probation, Suspension and Dismissal.

I.
Probation

A.
A student who does not achieve the predetermined clinical competencies, in the judgment of faculty member assigned to the clinical setting, will be placed on probation status.

B.
When a student is placed on probation, the student will be counseled by the appropriate faculty member and will receive written notice of the clinical deficiencies through the Student Conference Summary Report Form.  A copy of the form will be forwarded to the program director.

C.
The Student Conference Summary Report Form will provide steps for individualized remedial activity toward achieving predetermined competencies, which the student is expected to fulfill within an established time period.

1.
If the student achieves the predetermined competencies, the student will be removed from probationary status.

2.
If the student does not achieve the predetermined compe-tencies, the faculty member will discuss the student's progress with the program director, who may refer the student to a faculty review committee established for the program by the provost, Health Education Center, and approved by the President.

II.
Academic/Clinical Suspension

A.
The Faculty Committee for a program may consider the suspension of any student who is referred to the Committee through the above provisions.  Suspension results in a student's withdrawal from the program, in that further participa-tion in the clinical setting is suspended until remedial activity is achieved.

B.
During clinical suspension, the student is ineligible to enroll in any additional courses within the program.  The student may continue until the end of the session in any other nonprogram courses, except corequisites or courses impacted by the withdrawal.

C.
At any meeting of the Faculty Committee at which clinical suspension of a student is to be considered, the student will be given notice of the meeting of not less than 24 hours.  The student will be permitted to attend that portion of the meeting during which the student's suspension is presented and will be permitted to respond verbally and in writing to any of the reasons given for suspension by the faculty member who referred the matter.

D.
The Committee, after considering the faculty member's recommendation and the student's response, shall, by a majority vote, make a recommendation to the program director to do one of the following:

1.
remove the student from probation status;

2.
extend the probation status and complete an additional Student Conference Summary Report Form, spelling out the expectations as set forth; or

3.
suspend the student from the program.

Upon receiving the Committee's recommendation, the program director will take appropriate action.

E.
Any student who is suspended shall be informed of the deficiencies which must be corrected and may reapply to the program at a future date.

III.
Dismissal

A.
A student who has been suspended from a program for at least 1 session, who is re admitted to the program, and who then fails to achieve predetermined clinical competencies will be evaluated by the Faculty Committee and may be dismissed from the program by the program director.  Students who are so dismissed are ineligible for program re admission for a period of 1 year.

B.
At any meeting of the Faculty Committee at which clinical dismissal of a student is to be considered, the student will be given notice of the meeting of not less than 24 hours.  The student will be permitted to attend that portion of the meeting during which the student's dismissal is presented and will be permitted to respond verbally and in writing to any of the reasons given for dismissal by the faculty member who referred the matter.

C.
The Committee, after considering the faculty member's recommendation and the student's response, shall by a majority vote, make a recommendation to the program director to do one of the following:

1.
return the student to normal status;

2.
place the student on probation status, as set forth above;

3.
place the student on suspension status, as set forth above; or

4.
dismiss the student.

Upon receiving the Committee's recommendation, the program director will take appropriate action.

IV.
Notwithstanding the above, any student who poses an immediate threat to the health, safety, or welfare of a patient may be suspended from a clinical setting upon the approval of the program director or the provost, Health Education Center, subject to an expedited meeting of the Faculty Committee to consider extending such action.

V.
Any student who is suspended or dismissed from a program may appeal the decision pursuant to BOT Rule 6Hx23-4.36.

Specific Authority:
240.319(2) & (3), F.S.

Law Implemented:
240.319(4)(b), 240.355, 240.3215, 228.041, F.S.; SBE Rule 6A-14.030, F.A.C.

History:
Adopted 2/25/86.  Effective 3/4/86; 5/18/99.  Filed - 5/18/99.  Effective - 5/18/99.
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