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P6Hx23-4.24
PROCEDURE: GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL DEGREES, CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS 

I. All enrolled students will be evaluated at the end of the term and automatically awarded their degree provided all graduation requirements are satisfied as of the last day of the term. Each student will also be evaluated and awarded any embedded Associates degree or certificate for which they qualify. It is the responsibility of the Office of Admissions & Records to evaluate student records and confer degrees and certificates.

Qualifying students will be notified of their candidacy 4-6 weeks after the term begins. If the student wishes to participate in the collegewide Commencement ceremony, it is their responsibility to register by the published deadline to ensure their name appears in the program. Candidates are responsible for securing their cap and gown for the ceremony. Participating in Commencement and having their name in the program does not constitute certification of the degree.
II. Baccalaureate Degrees

The following general requirements for graduation from St. Petersburg College must be met by all students who are candidates for the Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Applied Science Degrees.

A. Students must satisfactorily complete at least 120 semester hours of college-level credits.  For residency purposes, at least 30 of the semester hours required for graduation must be earned at St. Petersburg College.  Students who have left the College must be eligible to return for transfer credits to be accepted to meet graduation requirements.  All other specific degree requirements must also be met.  Credit awarded for college-preparatory instruction (0000 designation courses) may not be counted toward fulfilling the total number of credits or the number of credits in residency required for a degree.

B. For purposes of conferring the bachelor’s degree, students must complete at least 40 semester hours of program specific courses numbered 3000 level or above.  At least 30 of the 40 hours must be earned at St. Petersburg College and a grade of “C” or better is required in all program specific coursework.

C. Fulfill all requirements for the chosen major.

D. Students must generally achieve a grade point average of 2.0 or better on a 4.0 scale for all work at St. Petersburg College considered alone and for all work at the College and transfer credits combined.  The quality point value of transfer work accepted by the College will be included in grade point average computations for all purposes including determination of achievement of the required 2.0 grade point average to be graduated from St. Petersburg College.  Individual programs may require a higher-grade point average for graduation.

E. Students must complete the general education requirements for the Associate in Arts degree including any assessment of education outcomes that are required by the College. Students who have earned an A.A. degree or higher from a regionally accredited institution, may be exempt from certain general education course requirements.  Courses designated in a program of study as “support” or “core” must be completed regardless of prior degree. 
F. Students must satisfactorily complete any state mandated exit requirements or tests unless exempt.  See P6Hx23-4.45 for additional information.

G. Students must complete the former Gordon Rule requirement (met with the A.A. Degree).

H. Students must complete 2 credits/consecutive years of the same foreign language or American Sign Language in high school (documented by an official high school transcript) or a minimum of 6 hours in the same language or American Sign Language at the college level.  Students may also provide official proof of successful completion of CLEP or other proficiency examination.  Students admitted without this requirement met must satisfy it prior to graduation for any bachelor’s program.
I. Students seeking a baccalaureate degree under the 2021-22 catalog year, or thereafter, must demonstrate competency in civic literacy by completing both of the following requirements:
1.
Passing either AMH 2020 or POS 2041 with a grade of “C” or higher; and
2.
Achieving the standard score on one of the following assessments:
Florida Civic Literacy Exam


Score: 60%
AP Government & Politics: United States
Score:   3

AP United States History


Score:   4

CLEP: American Government


Score: 50

J. Students have a 15-session period, beginning with the academic year of initial acceptance and enrollment into a specific baccalaureate degree at the junior level, in which to complete graduation requirements under the terms of the College catalog which was in effect at the time of their initial enrollment.  However, students may opt to meet the program course requirements for any catalog year within the 15-session period based on advisement provided by the program director and/or the counselor/advisor.  Students who have not graduated within the 15-session period will begin a new 15-session period upon their enrollment following the expiration of their previous 15-session period.

K. Students may be eligible to receive a second SPC baccalaureate degree provided that:

1. 
The requirements for both the first and second degrees are satisfied.

2. 
An additional thirty (30) upper division semester hours are completed at SPC after the first SPC baccalaureate degree has been awarded.

III. Associate in Arts Degree

The following general requirements for graduation from St. Petersburg College must be met by all students who are candidates for the Associate in Arts degree:

A.
Students must satisfactorily complete at least 60 semester hours of college-level credits. At least 25 percent of the semester hours required for graduation credits must be earned at St. Petersburg College.  Students who have left the College must be eligible to return for transfer credits to be accepted to meet graduation requirements.  All other specific degree requirements must also be met.  Credit awarded for college preparatory instruction (0000 designation courses) may not be counted toward fulfilling the total number of credits, or the number of credits in residency, required for a degree.
B.
Students must achieve a grade point average of 2.0 or better on a 4.0 scale, for all work at St. Petersburg College considered alone and for all work at the College and transfer credits combined.  The quality point value of transfer work accepted by the College will be included in grade point average computations for all purposes including determination of achievement of the required 2.0 grade point average to be graduated from St. Petersburg College.
C.
Students must satisfactorily complete the general education requirements for the Associate in Arts degree including any assessment of educational outcomes that are required by the College.
D.
First time in college students entering a Florida College System institution in the Fall Term, 2015, and thereafter must complete at least one (1) course from each of the general education areas listed under Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C. 6A-14.0303). Beginning in the 2022-23 academic year, any student seeking an Associate in Arts degree under the 2022-23 catalog year, or thereafter, must complete at least one (1) core course from each of the general education subject areas listed under F.A.C. 6A-14.0303.
E.
Students seeking an Associate in Arts degree under the 2021-22 catalog year, or thereafter, must demonstrate competency in civic literacy by completing both of the following requirements:
1.
Passing either AMH 2020 or POS 2041 with a grade of “C” or higher; and
2.
Achieving the standard score on one of the following assessments:
Florida Civic Literacy Exam


Score: 60%

AP Government & Politics: United States
Score:   3

AP United States History


Score:   4

CLEP: American Government


Score: 50
F.
Students have a 15-session period, beginning with the academic year of initial enrollment, in which to complete graduation requirements under the terms of the College catalog which was in effect at the time of their initial enrollment.  However, students may opt to meet the program course requirements for any catalog year within the 15-session period based on advisement provided by the program director and/or the counselor/advisor.  Students who have not graduated within this 15-session period will begin a new 15-session period upon their next enrollment following the expiration of their previous 15-session period.

IV. Associate in Science Degrees

The following general requirements for graduation from St. Petersburg College must be met by all students who are candidates for the Associate in Science degree:

A.
Students must satisfactorily complete the general education requirements for the Associate in Science degree including any assessment of educational outcomes that are required by the College.  Students must satisfactorily complete 25 percent of the semester hours required for graduation at the St. Petersburg College including at least 12 credit hours in the major.
B.
Students must achieve a grade point average of 2.0 or better on a 4.0 scale, for all work at St. Petersburg College considered alone and for all work at the College and transfer credits combined.  The quality point value of transfer work accepted by the College will be included in grade point average computations for all purposes including determination of achievement of the required 2.0 grade point average to be graduated from St. Petersburg College.
C.
Students seeking an Associate in Science degree under the 2022-23 catalog year, or thereafter, must complete at least one (1) core course from each of the general education subject areas listed under Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C. 6A-14.0303).
D.
Students seeking an Associate in Science degree under the 2022-23 catalog year, or thereafter, must demonstrate competency in civic literacy by completing both of the following requirements:

1.
Passing either AMH 2020 or POS 2041 with a grade of “C” or higher; and
2.
Achieving the standard score on one of the following assessments:
Florida Civic Literacy Exam


Score: 60%

AP Government & Politics: United States
Score:   3

AP United States History


Score:   4

CLEP: American Government


Score: 50
E.
Students have a 15-session period, beginning with the academic year of initial enrollment, in which to complete graduation requirements under the terms of the College catalog which was in effect at the time of their initial enrollment.  However, students may opt to meet the program course requirements for any catalog year within the 15-session period based on advisement provided by the program director and/or the counselor/advisor.  For students in limited enrollment programs, students must receive approval from the appropriate program director.  For students enrolled in linkage programs, the 15-session period begins with their initial enrollment at their local college.  Students who have not graduated within this 15-session period will begin a new 15-session period upon their next enrollment following the expiration of their previous 15-session period.  In each of the selected admission A.S. degree programs, students have a 15-session period, beginning with the session of initial enrollment into the program, to complete the specialty courses required for the degree.
V.
College Credit Certificates, Applied Technical Certificates and Applied Technology Diplomas

The following general requirements for completion must be met by all students who are candidates for College Credit Certificates, Applied Technical Certificates or Applied Technology Diplomas:
A.
Candidates must achieve a 2.0 grade point average or better on a 4.0 scale in all coursework applicable to either the College Credit Certificate, Applied Technical Certificate or Applied Technology Diploma.


VI.
Degrees



The authority for the award of baccalaureate degrees is contained in 1004.73, F.S.  The authority for the award of associate degrees is contained in Rule 6A-14.030.  The regulation sets as the minimum requirement for the award of an associate degree the completion of a program of post-high school studies of not less than 60 semester hours.

A.
The Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Applied Science degrees are defined in 1004.73, F.S.

B.
The Associate in Arts degree is defined in Rule 6A-14.030(3).

C.
The Associate in Science degree is defined in Rule 6A-14.030(4).

D.
The College Credit Certificate is defined in Rule 6A-14.030(6).

E.
The Applied Technology Diploma is defined in Rule 6A-14.030(7).
F. 
The Advanced Technical Certificate is defined in Rule 6A-14.030(8)
G. 
The Certificate of Professional Preparation is defined in Rule 6A-14.030(9)

VII.
Honorary Degrees




The College may award honorary degrees.


VIII.
The President or designee is authorized to permit substitute graduation requirements for eligible disabled students as defined by Rule 6A-10.041, F.A.C.  (See 6Hx23-4.02 for substitute requirements for qualified disabled students.)


IX.
Degrees in Memoriam

A. The President may grant a “Degree in Memoriam” in honor of a student who deceases while enrolled in the College providing the following requirements are met:
1. The award of the degree is requested by a member of the student's immediate family (i.e., mother, father, sister, brother, spouse, child or grandparent); and
2. The student was enrolled and in good standing at the time of his/her death.

B.
The Degree in Memoriam may be presented to appropriate members of the student's immediate family at one of the graduation ceremonies following the award of the degree or to members of the family prior to the graduation ceremony if the earlier date is preferred by the family.

C.
Exception to the above requirements may be approved by the President.

History:  
Amended 5/12/87, 2/21/89.  Effective - 2/28/89; 8/25/92.  Filed - 8/25/92.  Effective - 8/25/92; 1/19/93.  Filed - 1/19/93.  Effective - 1/19/93; 4/18/95.  Filed - 4/18/95.  Effective - Session I, 1995-96; 5/18/99.  Filed - 5/18/99.  Repealed - 5/18/99.  See 6Hx23-4.24; Re adopted – 7/17/12.  Effective – 7/17/12; 6/28/22.  Filed – 6/28/22.  Effective – 7/1/22; 6/14/23.  Filed – 6/14/23.  Effective – 6/14/23; Approved – 10/18/23.  Effective – 10/18/23.
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