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P6Hx23-3.908   CONDUCTING EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

I. Purpose And Intent:

To review, approve, and monitor research studies conducted by employees or others outside the College involving students, faculty, staff, alumni, or other College resources for purposes of protecting human rights and supporting the interests of the College.

II. 
Definition of Research Study:

A.
Research study at the College is defined as “research” (See Code of Federal Regulations, 45 CFR 46.102 (d)) that involves “human subjects” (See Code of Federal Regulations, 45 CFR 46.102(f)).

B.
Research is defined as "a systematic investigation, including research development, testing, and evaluation, designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge" according to the Code of Federal Regulations, 45 CFR 46.102 (d),

C.
Human subject is defined as an “individual about whom an investigator (whether professional or student) conducting research obtains data through intervention or interaction with the individual or identifiable private information” according to the Code of Federal Regulations, 45 CFR 46.102(f).

III. 
Requests to Conduct Research Studies:

A.
All requests for conducting educational research must be filed with the Department of Institutional Research and Effectiveness through the submission of a signed Application for Research Study along with the following:

1. Signed Access to Confidential Information agreement;

2.
Copy of the research proposal;

3.
Copies of any consent forms;

4.
Copies of any assessment instruments (tests, surveys, questionnaires, or interview scripts);

5.
Copy of the Institutional Research Board (IRB) application, if any, submitted to another institution; and

6.
Copy of the IRB approval letter, if applicable.

In addition to the preceding information and documentation, the Research Review Committee may also request the submission of evidence of participation in a human participant training course, and/or may require additional training in the area of conducting research involving human subjects.

B.
The Research Review Committee will convene to assess completed application packets (signed by both the applicant(s) and the research sponsor) and will determine whether the application will be approved or denied based on the level of risk to participants and the best interests of the College. Research shall not violate any state or federal law pertaining to the protection of privacy and present only a minimal risk to participants.

C.
Minimal risk is defined as the “probability and magnitude of harm or discomfort anticipated in the research are not greater in and of themselves than those ordinarily encountered in daily life or during the performance of routine physical or psychological examinations or tests,” according to the Code of Federal Regulations, 45 CFR 46.102 (i).

D.
The Chair of the Research Review Committee (or designee) will notify the applicant(s) of the approval or rejection of the application. At any time, if further participation in the project is considered to be not in the best interest of the College, the researcher will be notified of the rejection immediately.

E.
The researcher(s) submitting the application will be required to agree to supply the Institutional Research Officer with a complete, final version of the research report for placement in the central research files.

F.
An Annual Update Form will be required to be filed by the research applicant with the Department of Institutional Research and Effectiveness. Where the research has not been completed within the allotted twelve months, the applicant(s) may request an extension of time.

IV. 
Exception of Student Course Assignments:

A.
Student course assignments are generally not considered “research” under the federal definition as these course assignments are not “systematic data collection” efforts intended to “develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge.” Therefore, student course assignments generally do not require the Research Review Committee review, approval, and monitoring.

B.
However, when student course assignments are in fact systematic data collection efforts intended to “develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge,” they are considered a research study and are subject to Research Review Committee review, approval, and monitoring.

C.
One clear example that the activity is a research study is the intent to publish or otherwise disseminate the results of the research activity. Faculty and/or students intending to publish such course assignments must complete an Application for Research Study and submit it to the Research Review Committee for review and approval prior to beginning the assignment.
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